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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the International application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Craig et 
al. 



Craig teaches a water muffler in figure 5 including a single expansion chamber 
168 and resonator 174. Water is introduced at 136. Since a muffler is intended to 
reduce exhaust noises, inherently noises of certain frequencies will be lowered. These 
will inherently be lower than other known frequencies, and therefore “low”, being a 
relative term is met by Craig. Furthermore, Craig specifically discusses reduction of 
exhaust noise at particular frequencies, some being lower than others. 

A plate 138 is provided in an upper region, upon which will impinge incoming 
water flow. Such a plate is therefore a “water-controlling plate” as claimed. The size of 
the plate in comparison with that of the muffler will yield a cross-sectional area of the 
plate being approximately half that of the muffler. 

Inlet 78 and outlet 20 pipes are provided. 
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Re claims 4 and 1 1 , note the figure 6 embodiment of Craig, which is applicable, 
and provides a short communication pipe between resonator and expansion chamber. 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 8/17/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
deemed moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ed Swinehart whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6688. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 6:30 am to 
2:00 pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Samuel Morano can be reached on 571-272-6684. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ed 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3617 





